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UNCLAS BONN 13677 

FOR COMMERCE 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, BEXP 

SUBJ: TRADE OPPORTUNITIES: PROVIDING STATE OEFICES WITH TRADE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN ASKED BY THE NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE OFEICE IN BRUSSELS TO PROVIDE IT WITH TRADE OPPOR- 
TUNITIES IDENTIFIED BY OUR POSTS IN GERMANY. WHILE WE 
ENDEAVOR, WITHIN THE LIMITS OF OUR RESOURCES, TO COOPERATE 
FULLY WITH STATE OFEICE IN WESTERN EUROPE, WE ARE RELUCTANT 
TO ACCEDE TO THIS REQUEST FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 

A. IT IMPOSES A SMALL BUT ADDITIONAL BURDEN ON OUR LIMITED 
CLERICAL RESOURCES; 

B. IF WE PROVIDE THIS SERVICE TO NEW YORK, OTHER STATE 

OFEICES MAY REQUEST THE SAME SERVICE, THUS CREATING A LARGER AND 
MORE SERIOUS ADMINISTRATIVE BURDEN EOR US; 

C. BY ENABLING FIRMS IN NEW YORK TO OBTAIN TO LEADS IN TARGET 
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BRUSSELS, THE TOP SUBSCRIPTION PROGRAM NOW BEING VIGOROUSLY PURSUED 
BY COMMERCE FIELD OEFICES IN NEW YORK STATE MAY BE UNDERMINED. 

2. BEFORE DISCUSSING THIS MATTER FURTHER WITH THE NEW YORK 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE IN BRUSSELS, WE WOULD LIKE TO SOLICIT 
COMMERCE'S VIEWS AS TO WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE OR 
DESIRABLE TO DEVELOP SOME MECHANISM IN THE US FOR BRINGING 
STATE DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE INTO THE TOP PROGRAM. SUCH 

A LINKAGE COULD BE BETTER ESTABLISHED IN THE US THAN OVERSEAS 
PERHAPS THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS ENABLING THE STATES TO 
SUBSCRIBE TO THE TOP SERVICE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: POLICY GUIDANCE IS REQUESTED FROM 

THE DEPARTMENT TO ENABLE US TO REPLY TO THE NEW YORK OEFICE 
IN BRUSSELS IN A CONSTRUCTIVE AND AUTHORITATIVE MANNER. 

SUCH GUIDANCE SHOULD, OE COURSE, BE APPLICABLE TO ALL POSTS 
IN WESTERN EUROPE TO AVOID INCONSISTENCIES IN REPLYING TO 
SIMILAR REQUESTS FROM STATE OFEICES. 

HILLENBRAND 
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